[Tumor marker--personal experience. Mass survey and outpatients screening of pancreatic cancer].
To investigate the possibility that to detect carcinoma of the pancreas at an early stage by mass survey or outpatients screening, we performed the multicentral study for pancreatic cancer in Japan for two years from 1984 to 1985, using serum CA 19-9 and elastase-1 determinations or ultrasonography. Only 4 cases of pancreatic cancer were found out by mass survey, and according to outpatients screening with gastrointestinal complaints or jaundice, 85 patients were found to have pancreatic cancer. These results suggest that mass screening of persons without symptom is not worthy of the early detection of pancreatic cancer, however, outpatients screening gis useful for detecting curative cancers of the pancreas.